St. Joe’'s building sports complex

by BILL SWARTWOLUT There iz plenty of wooded

acreage nearby to create a setting,”
matural background for the Gaffney. “You can't mateh
the this selting. Tt is unigue.”™

A 1Z2-acre sports complex,
including a 400-meter track,
a combination football-
spceer field, major-league:
baseball diamond and a soft-
hall field is being con-f
structed at the S1. Joseph by-
the-Sea High School.

The work on the sporis
facility began in Seplemb
1979 and is expected to
completed sometime durin
this summer. The facility i
located behind the school, o
Hylan Bivd. znd Bertr
Ave,

“I believe that we'll hav
the largest sports complex i
any one area for a hig
school on Staten  Island,’
said Father Thomas Gaff
ney.  the high school’
principal. “One a t
ours, which nobedy else has
iz that it borders a sceni
area. The Raritan Ba
provides one horder a
Arbutus Lake is on the off
side. "

Srectutnrs as well ag
alhletes will be able to enj
the scenic surroundings tha

haseball field and

tranguility of Arbuius Lake
enhances the complex.

i

tist's rendering,
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lempling to put it to use,
“There's a great deal of

room  out there,”” said
e Coft the Atiants Sneriden. “If it is utilized
gcean as it stretehes toward MENL Sea  will ,m“ the
the horizon. offers nicesl facilities of any

beautiful eastern view.

f.aruchjal school on Staten
sland.”” The school already
has a parking lot for 100
CIrs, -

There_ are no “definite
f!ﬁlflre:s on the cost of the
entire project as prices go up
every day  with inflation
hiting inlo il. But the Vae-
caro  Construction Car-
poration is out there working
every dav. Frank A, Vae-
care, P.E. and Associales
have designed the project.
Eaccam has a daughter at

done. at a cost

“I is truly a beawtiful

noeted Father

The track, which is nearly
of over

Fund raising by the school
and the Sea Family
Asgociation will go toward
paying for the sports com-
plex, which will be all
natural. “We are going with
a natural field (grass)
because it will cul down on
injuries,”  said  Father
Gaflney,

~ Sea will shortly realize the
idea of having a sports
complex. The idea originaled
when Sea thought of going co-
ed. Until 1973, Sea was an all-
girle school. Bul now, there
are 970 students — 370 boys
and 600 girls, Gradually, Sea

$100,000, is designed for
maximum draining. It
comsists of a bottom layver of
crushed stone, a laver of
sand stone and a layer of
rock dust and clay for the

When it's all finished, the St. Joseph Sea Sports Complex will look like the a;.

hopes o level those [lgures
off, and this September it is
expecting an enrollment of
1,000 students. .
Father Gaffney will also
b looking for a track coach
o go with his new track. If
the track coach can also
teach freshman English,
things would be perfect.
There aren’t any definite
plans as ta naming the fields
or track., bul a formal
dedication could lake place
in Seplember. By that time,
Sea and the Staten Island
high schoel community will
have a new place to display

their athletic talents.

waler to be absorbed into.
Porous pipes will be laid
around the track and at-
tached to other pipes which
will carry the waler away
from the facility.

Waork within the track, on
hie football-soceer feld, still
eeds to be done. The ground
as been leveled but seeding
5 vel Lo be done. Backstops
ind grading on the baseball

wnd  softball  [ields are
cheduled 1o lake place
hortly.

Spea's new haseball feld
vill be designed with home
sate toward the south,
ooking north. This way, the
un will travel in a first-to-
hird base direction
werhead, By game time in
he alternoon, the sun should
1wt he much of a factor.

A picnic area will be bailt
war home plate, adjacent to
syrbutus Lake, The right
ield line will e about 300
eot and the outfield fence
xill cut back as veu head
oward centerfield, which
xill be some 400 feel from
aome plate. Left field will be

*lose to the track area,
shere the softball feld is
located.

The softball ficld will be
closest to the school and

- meels

situaled near Lhe three
tennis courts, which have
heen in place (or a [ew years.
Allof the new Tacilities will
be put to good use. “Our
varsily teams, gym classes
and inlramural  sporis
program will all be using the
facilities,”” said Father

Gaffney.
In addition to the school's
teams, Father Gallney

helioves thai the track will
ke wsed for high  school
and  Staten  Island
championship mects,
“There are (remendons
advanlages to having your
own facility,” said the
principal. *“We'll be able to
expand on our intramurals
and the school's teams will|
be able o practice on their]
wwn [eld.”

Presently, the baseball,
softball and track teams all
have to travel to practice.
“The kids travel every day
and there is a lot of time
involved with that,” said Bill
Sheriden, athletic director
and haseball coach. “If the
work outs are held here al
scheol, more will get done.”

5t Joseph Sea has a lol of
land, 40 acres behind the
school, and is now at-
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